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The third day of the Abu Dhabi Inter-
national Hunting & Equestrian Exhibi-
tion (ADIHEX) 2025 concluded with a
notable display of tradition, expertise
and community engagement. The event
continued to reinforce its reputation as
a premier gathering dedicated to the
preservation and advancement of Emi-

rati heritage.

Organised by ADNEC Group, a Modon
Holding company, in cooperation with
the Emirates Falconers’ Club, ADIHEX
2025 is the largest event of its kind in the
Middle East and North Africa dedicated
to the celebration of Emirati culture and
heritage along with hunting, equestrian-
ism and outdoor sports.

A highlight of the day was the highly
anticipated ADIHEX camel auction,
held at the Live Arena, which drew sig-
nificant participation from breeders and
enthusiasts. The auction achieved total
sales of AED 1,770,000. Since its incep-
tion in 2005, this auction has served as
a cornerstone of the exhibition, offering
purebred Arabian racing camels of dis-
tinguished lineage. The competitive bid-
ding reflected both the esteemed cul-
tural value and the significant economic
importance of these animals within the
region. The auction’s success further
emphasised the enduring appeal and
relevance of traditional camel breeding
and racing.

Monday's auction drew a remarkable
turnout from camel owners, breeders,
and enthusiasts across the UAE and fur-
ther afield, reinforcing the enduring sig-
nificance of this heritage sport. Camels
have an enduring appeal in Emirati cul-
ture, representing an ancient link to the
past and a living tradition and respect
for animal husbandry that continues to
inspire today.

Arabian Camel Auction
Records AED 1.77 Million in Sales
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Abu Dhabi Sports Council Pavilion Highlights Club

Diversity is showcased at the Abu Dha-
bi Sports Council's pavilion at the 22nd
Abu Dhabi International Hunting and
Equestrian Exhibition (ADIHEX), which
runs until September 7 at the Abu Dha-
bi National Exhibition Centre. Organ-
ized by ADNEC in collaboration with
the Emirates Falconers’ Club, the pa-
vilion features several esteemed clubs
from Abu Dhabi, including the Abu
Dhabi Marine Sports Club, Abu Dhabi
Falconers’ Club, Abu Dhabi Archery Club,
Abu Dhabi Fencing Club, and Ghantoot
Racing and Polo Club.

Theinclusion of clubs, as demonstrated
by the pavilion organizers, showcases
the Council's commitment to empha-
sizing its essential role in promoting
various sports and enhancing national
identity through a strong focus on both
traditional and modern sports.

adihex.com
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The Abu Dhabi Sports Council pavilion
invites visitors to explore its community
programs for all age groups and sports
competitions, aiming to foster a di-
verse understanding of sports culture.
This initiative offers visitors insight into
key projects overseen by the Council
through various clubs. At the Abu Dha-
bi Falconers’ Club corner, falconers of
all ages can interact with falcons, hold
them, take photos, and share stories to
enhance their understanding of
falconry.

The collaboration between the Abu
Dhabi Falconers’ Club and the Abu
Dhabi Sports Council aims to support
heritage sports and preserve the tra-
ditions and history of the region. The
pavilion also showcases the unique of-
ferings of the Ghantoot Racing and
Polo Club, the UAE’s only royal polo
club since 1994, featuring celebrat-
ed images of its championships and
achievements.

The pavilion provides visitors with an
opportunity to discover the Abu Dha-
bi Fencing Club, which offers a range
of activities and training courses con-
ducted throughout the year under the
supervision of professional coach-
es. Additionally, it highlights the Abu
Dhabi Archery Club, established in the
latter half of 2022. Despite its relative-

adihex.com

ly short history, the club has already
achieved remarkable success, securing
numerous championships and earning
several medals. These accomplish-
ments underscore the club’s dedication
to promoting and advancing the sport
in alignment with specific principles
and guidelines that ensure its sustaina-
bility. The objectives may differ across
various sections, depending on the
particular sport offered by each club
and its distinct vision.

For example, the Abu Dhabi Marine
Sports Club outlines its objectives,
which are demonstrated through the
organization, support, and promotion
of various marine sports. These include
traditional disciplines as well as mod-
ern activities, such as sailing, yachting,

and various types of boats. To nurture

future generations, instill values, and
foster a sense of identity, many clubs
participating at the pavilion show-
cased their programs targeting chil-
dren and youth, such as Abu Dhabi
Falconer, Abu Dhabi Captain, and Abu
Dhabi Knight.

The Abu Dhabi Sports Council suc-
cessfully conveyed its message at the
exhibition through its pavilion, em-
phasizing the importance of sports as
a key pillar of comprehensive devel-
opment in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.
The Council also showcased how these
sports connect the rich historical lega-
cy with a vibrant present.




Al-Magnas:

Virtual Experience

The «Al-Magnas» Pavilion at the Abu
Dhabi International Hunting and
Equestrian Exhibition (ADIHEX) is a
key initiative of the Hunting and Re-
serves Affairs Program at the Presi-
dential Court. In collaboration with
the Abu Dhabi Heritage Authority, the
National Archives and Library, Liwa
Weapons, and AM Industries, an inter-
active experience is offered that con-
nects visitors to the rich traditions and
heritage of hunting.

Rawda Al Marar from the Presiden-
tial Court mentioned that the «Al-
Magnas» pavilion consists of two in-
terconnected sections that enhance
visitors> understanding of hunting with
weapons. The first section features a
realistic presentation that offers edu-
cational content on the basics of hunt-
ing, allowing attendees to engage in a
simulated experience.

The second section features virtual re-
ality (VR) technology, enabling visitors
to use a laser-equipped hunting weap-
on and engage in an interactive hunt-
ing experience within a realistic virtual
environment. This innovative approach
merges heritage with technology,
demonstrating how modern tools can
help preserve cultural traditions and
raise awareness, especially among
younger generations. It presents fal-
conry and hunting in an engaging ed-
ucational format, enhancing apprecia-
tion for these practices.

Hunting Incorporates Technology in an Exciting

Interactive Adventure

Rawda Al Marar emphasized that
this is Al Magnas>s second exhibition
appearance. This time, we plan to
showcase «Ghamer,» an experience
designed for Emiratis and residents of
all ages. Our aim is to enhance visitors»
understanding of hunting with weap-
ons, with an emphasis on sustainable
practices and responsible hunting ed-
ucation.

Al Marar stated, «We aimed to engage
the public with a game that reflects
Emirati identity, encouraging young
people to enter this field and export
our culture through technology in-
spired by our heritage.» She noted that
the response to the <Hunting> experi-
ence has been very positive, especially
during the second showcase, with
participation numbers surging. On the
first day alone, there were 1,000 visi-

tors of all ages, including a one-and-a-
half-year-old.

Rawdha Al Marar emphasized the im-
portance of firsthand experiences in
preserving Emirati heritage, stating,
«We created this show to allow visitors
to learn about and actively participate
in the hunting tradition.»

As many Asian countries including the
UAE and India are giving importance
for conservation and preservation
of falcons. The, falcons, which are of
great importance to Arab tradition

and culture, should be given extra care

Al Marar announced that a virtual re-
ality (VR) game simulating hunting ex-
periences is set to gain traction soon,
in collaboration with a government
agency. This partnership will lead to a
unique initiative aimed at enhancing
heritage through modern technology
following the exhibition>s conclusion.
She emphasized the importance of
the Abu Dhabi International Hunting
and Equestrian Exhibition (ADIHEX),
noting its continuous growth and the
support from the Abu Dhabi National
Exhibition Centre (ADNECQC) in revitaliz-
ing this heritage platform.

From the Heart of the Desert

In «Al Maqgnas,» which occupies a sig-
nificant space in the exhibition, visitors
can immerse themselves in an innova-
tive Emirati interactive experience that
transports them to the heart of the de-
sert. This engaging adventure embod-
ies the principles of sustainable hunt-

ing in a fun and interactive manner
that reflects the spirit of heritage. De-
veloped with a distinct Emirati identity,
the game aims to promote a culture of
electronic gaming infused with local
significance, while conveying educa-
tional and cultural messages through
cutting-edge interactive experiences.
The initiative encourages children and
youth to connect with their heritage in
both modern and contemporary ways,
stimulating the new generation’s abili-
ties to venture intfo game development
and contribute to the creation of alocal
creative industry that reflects their val-
ves and aspirations, ultimately striving
for global recognition. It promises an
unforgettable experience for the audi-
ence, skillfully intertwining technology
and local cultural heritage, allowing
visitors to engage with virtual reality in
a multi-sensory manner through a live
show.

Lecture on Zayed's legacy in falcon

protection

as they are under serious threat of
extinction, said Dr. Zubair Medam-
mal, a scholar who has studied fal-

cons extensively.

He warned of the threats facing
falcons worldwide, noting that
nearly one-third die from pesti-
cide poisoning or predation, and
stressed the importance of care-
ful feeding, as contaminated food
can be fatal. Zubair praised the
UAE for its pioneering role in fal-
con conservation, being the first
country to implement a special
“passport” system for falcons,
which has helped curb smuggling
and strengthen global conserva-

tion efforts.

Currently preparing a new book on fal-
cons in both Arabic and English, Zubair
emphasized that falcons are not just
hunting tools but a profound symbol of
Arab and Emirati identity. Today, they
also contribute to education, aware-

ness, and environmental protection.

Originally from Kerala, India, Zubair
made history as the first Indian to earn
aPhDinfalconry and the first to record
ultrasonic calls of 15 falcon species. In
recognition of his work, he was granted
membership in the Emirates Falconers
Club, becoming the first non-Arab to

receive this prestigious honor.




The Abu Dhabi International Hunt-
ing and Equestrian Exhibition 2025,
organized by the ADNEC Group and
the Emirates Falconers> Club, features
hunting weapons companies presenting
high-quality, safe products. Exhibitors
emphasize the importance of regulatory
compliance, while visitors are eager to

follow official purchasing procedures.

Rukna:
Rukna, based in Abu Dhabi, is a prom-
inent Emirati company offering a wide
range of hunting and target rifles and
pistols. Their collection includes the
Two-Two LR rifle for competitions, as
well as the Two-Two Three, Three Zero
Eight, and 6.5 Creedmoor rifles pop-
ular among VIPs. They also provide
9mm and 6mm pistols, along with Toto
pistols for collectors. Rukna imports
products from the United States, ca-
tering to local and Gulf markets.

Hunting Weapons Companies

Aquila:

Aquila proudly participates for the
third consecutive year, showcasing an
impressive array of firearms, including
everything from sniper rifles to pistols
from renowned models such as Glock,
Hybrid, Snappers, Victory, and Sav-
age, among others. As the first private
Emirati company operating in this sec-
tor, Aquila imports its products from
the United States and New Zealand
and aspires to expand its reach inter-
nationally by entering new markets.

Al Gannas:
Al Gannas, located in Dubai, has twen-
ty years of experience serving the local
market, the Sultanate of Oman, and
Saudi Arabia. As the official agent for
Finnish manufacturer SAKO and Aus-
trian company STEYR, it offers a range
of rifles and pistols in calibers such as
9mm, Toto, and Three Zero Eight. The

Products, Quality, and Compliance with Regulations

company aims to forge new partner-
ships and explore market opportuni-
ties.

Brescia:

Brescia, a Lebanese company estab-
lished in 1981, specializes in hunting
rifles and ammunition. Named after the
Italian city famous for luxury hunting
weapons, it operates officesin Lebanon
and ltaly. As the exclusive distributor
for several prestigious brands, Brescia
showcases a range of firearms from the
U.S., Finland, Brazil, and ltaly, featuring
names like Walther, Siemens, Glock,
Taurus, and Springfield Armory at its
Abu Dhabi showcase.

Ekol:
Ekol, from Turkey, features a pavilion
focused on hunting weapons, offering
a wide range of products like CO2 pis-
tols, traditional pistols, and PCP rifles.

adihex.com

Director Nazim Akin stated that their goal is to expand in
the UAE market and build long-term partnerships, prais-
ing the exhibition as an excellent platform for accessing
Gulf and regional markets.

Al-Khodari and Fox

The pavilion of Al-Khodari Hunting Weapons Compa-
ny is drawing considerable attention at the Abu Dhabi
International Hunting and Equestrian Exhibition (ADI-
HEX). The Kuwaiti firm is proudly showcasing its latest
offerings, which include 9mm and 6mm pistols, as well as
an array of rifles. Imran, the company»s sales manager,
highlighted that this participation reflects Al-Khodari>s
commitment to enhancing its presence both domestical-
ly and internationally, fostering new business relation-
ships, and addressing market demands. He also pointed
out that the exhibition presents significant opportunities
for strategic and commercial growth.

Fox Hunting Equipment offers a wide selection of Ger-
man pistols in 9mm and .6 mm calibers, including models
such as the Toto LR, Toto lll, and Total, along with rifles
and hunting apparel. The company has a strong pres-
ence in the UAE, with multiple branches and regular par-
ticipation in exhibitions as the exclusive agent for several
top Italian and American brands.
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New Issue: “Al Sakkar”

From Zayed'’s Legacy to the Current and Future of Falconry
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On the occasion of the 22nd edition of the Abu Dhabi International Hunting and Equestrian Exhibition, the
Emirates Falconers’ Club has released a special issue of “Al Sakkar” magazine. With its rich and diverse content,
this edition reinforces the magazine's role as a cultural platform of both local and global relevance, dedicated
to the future of falconry and sustainable hunting, while documenting a deep-rooted heritage that represents
one of the most prominent symbols of authentic Emiratiidentity.

The new issue spans 224 pages and features more than 100 cultural, heritage, and scientific articles present-
ed across 34 sections. It covers various aspects and developments in falconry around the world, in addition
to interviews and translations from several languages, as well as research and studies highlighting efforts to
conserve species and protect the environment both within and beyond the UAE. It also explores literary and
cultural heritage, alongside the latest scientific advancements.
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Hamdan bin Zayed

visits 22nd Abu Dhabi International Hunting and Equestrian Exhibition

H.H. Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Ruler’s
Representative in Al Dhafra Region and Chairman of
the Emirates Falconers’ Club, today visited the 22nd
Abu Dhabi International Hunting & Equestrian Ex-
hibition (ADIHEX) being held at the Abu Dhabi Na-
tional Exhibition Centre (ADNEC) until 7 September.

Accompanied by several Sheikhs and officials, H.H.
Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed reviewed the latest prod-
ucts and initiatives showcased by local and interna-
tional exhibitors. He also met with a number of par-
ticipants and was briefed on key national initiatives,
cultural activities, and heritage projects featured as
part of the exhibition.

H.H. was briefed on the exhibition’s 15 sectors, which
bring together a selection of the most prominent lo-
cal and international participants in the hunting and
equestrian fields. He also viewed the latest innova-
tions and technologies, as well as the most impor-
tant national initiatives and pioneering projects that
reflect the development of the heritage and cultural
sectors in the country.

H.H. emphasised that the exhibition has consolidat-
ed its position as a leading platform for cultural ex-
change and a global forum that combines authen-
ticity and innovation, contributing to the promotion

adihex.com

of sustainable practices in the hunting

and equestrian sector, in line with the
UAE's vision to preserve and develop
its cultural heritage.

He highlighted the UAE's commitment
to preservingits national heritage while
embracing development and moderni-
ty, in line with the vision of President His
Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan and his continued support
for cultural and heritage events and
the preservation of Emirati heritage.
H.H. expressed his confidence that
the exhibition will continue to play its
pioneering role in highlighting the au-
thentic Emirati heritage and conveying
the country’s bright cultural image to
various parts of the world, reflecting
the depth of national identity and its
cultural diversity.

Organised by the ADNEC Group in col-
laboration with the Emirates Falcon-
ers’ Club, ADIHEX highlights the UAE's
hunting and equestrian heritage. The
event also provides an unmatched
platform for industry leaders, experts
and enthusiasts to connect and show-
case innovation across the hunting,
equestrian, heritage and outdoor life-

style sectors.
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Open Heritage School

The Abu Dhabi International Hunting and Equestrian Exhibition (ADIHEX) has evolved over twenty-two
years from a simple showcase of heritage and traditions into a vibrant knowledge hub, making heritage

an engaging, everyday practice.

The exhibition has evolved into an open space for knowledge, offering interactive workshops, lectures,

and experiences that educate generations about falconry, equestrian arts, and exploration skills.

Falcons and horses are not showcased for mere spectacle; instead, they become interactive educational
tools. In the “Al-Maqnas” pavilion, for instance, virtual reality merges with sensory experiences to create

an unforgettable lesson in sustainable hunting.

Inthe Arena, performances transform into engaging lectures rich in knowledge and values. Children learn
falconry, youth refine equestrian skills, and families participate in workshops on traditional crafts. Every

part of the exhibition acts as a classroom, fostering a stronger sense of identity through each experience.

The exhibition transitions from the Mohamed bin Zayed Falconry School pavilion to the Hamdan bin Zayed
Library pavilion, creating an open school that offers environmental awareness sessions and handicraft

workshops. It emphasizes the importance of future generations staying connected to their roots.

The exhibition seamlessly blends authenticity and modernity, serving as a cultural bridge between the
past and the future. It highlights the UAE's significance in cultural tourism and reinforces national identity

as essential for sustainable development.
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